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reservations. It is, however, noteworthy, because of the standing
of my informant, who certainly seems to be in the confidence of the
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Moreover, it does as a whole tally closely enough with the impres-
sion which emerges from a study of the German newspapers, and also
with information which I have gathered elsewhere.

The Press campaign against Poland, which in any case never
attained the violence of the attacks directed last year against
Czechoslovakia, has recently become more circumspect. Aggressive
headlines and polemical articles are reserved for Great Britain.
Incidents between Germany and Poland are related without comment
and are not given prominence. Several papers have declared that
Danzig is not a casus belli, and the Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung
even seems to invite negotiation, when it writes that a reasonable
solution is entirely within the bounds of possibility. A similar note
is to be heard in Government circles, where it is given to be under-
stood that there \vould be no refusal to negotiate if Poland were to
put forward proposals.

In fact, Berlin has been surprised by the firmness of Franco-Polish
resistance in the matter of Danzig, and some embarrassment is felt
about it.

While noting this result, one should at the same time guard against
concluding from it that the Third Reich is ready to renounce Danzig.
Not only is there no retreat on this point, but there is not even,
properly speaking, any "marking time,0 since the militarization of
the Free City is being carried on, while in Germany reservists continue
to be called to the colours in numbers which, by the end of the
month of August, in the opinion of our Military Attache, will reach
one million men.

On the contrary, Germany pretends that all that is claimed is
Danzig, which represents the Reich's very last demand. In order
to know what to think about the sincerity of this assertion, one need
only question Germans other than those whose business it is to present
the official point of view. There is not one of them who does not
smile at such a question. What German}' wants in Poland, obviously,
is the restoration of the frontiers of 1014. But Danzig is the point
of least resistance, and at this point Germany is trying to repeat the
manoeuvre of infiltration which proved so successful with the Sudeten.
It hopes, by taking Danzig, to secure possession of the key which
will open for it the gate to Poland.

It is for this reason, since intimidation no longer seems likely to
work, that an attempt is made to add persuasion to it in order to
shake the attitude of the Western Powers. With Danzig, Germany
puts a full-stop to her demands; Europe can at last breathe. I should
not be surprised if, in using the words reported above, Herr von
Ribbentrop's associate had not been more or less wittingly a party to
this manoeuvre.

Accordingly, it seems to me essential that the Allied Governments,
who see the trap, should strive to do everything in their power to
open the eyes of public opinion in their respective countries. In order